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                        Medications Brought In By Patients

	
NO.

	
POLICY:

Medications brought into the facility by patients shall not be used.  The Pharmacy will supply all medications prescribed for the patient.

PROCEDURE:

When medications are brought into the facility by the patient, the nurse will send the medications home with the patient’s family.  If this is not possible, the nurse will place the product in an envelope.  The patient’s name, unit and the date must be recorded on the envelope, which will be properly stored in the Administration safe.  Upon discharge, the medications may be returned to the patient if approved by the physician.

Exceptions to this policy will be allowed when:

1. The medication is not included in the formulary and there will be a delay in obtaining the product;
2. The medication has been issued to the patient for a diagnostic procedure;
3. The medication has been compounded as requested by a private physician;
4. The patient comes in on prescribed regimen for a specific number of days.

            When exceptions to the policy are granted, there must be a written order on the chart by the physician approving the use of these drugs and the drugs must be identified.
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