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Purpose:  The purpose of this policy is to provide a medications pass policy to give a more realistic approach to provide resident medications in a safe and timely manner.


Statement:  The philosophy of this facility is to have the resident’s stay here be as home-like as possible.  With that philosophy in mind we have open dining room for the residents.  They may choose when to get up and when to eat their meals.  They set their own schedule.  This makes having a set medication pass impossible to adhere to the “1 hour before and 1 hour after” medication pass rule.


Policy:
1. The charge nurse will determine which medications will be given in the AM and the PM.
2. Over the counter medications such as Vitamins can be given at any time during the day.
3. Medications that are to be given before meals will be written as such.  The facility will not list a time just “before meals”.
4. Medications that are to be given after meals will be written as such.  The facility will not list a time just “after meals”.
5. Medication that is B.I.D. (Two times a day) will be given at a minimum of 8 hour intervals.  Nurse will document the time the medication was given in the M.A.R.
6. Medications that are given T.I.D. (three times a day) will be given at a minimum of 6 hour intervals.  Nurse will document the time the medication was given in the M.A.R.
7. Medications that are given Q.I.D. (four times a day) will be given at a minimum of 4 hour intervals.  Nurse will document the time the medication was given in the M.A.R.
8. The timing of the given medication will assure that following doses are given at the correct times.
9. Any medication that the physician wants to be given at a specific time will be ordered as such.
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