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PURPOSE:  The Purpose of the Infection Control Policies and Procedures is to prevent and/or control the spread of diseases.  Practicing infection control protects the residents, staff and visitors.  It is the staff’s responsibility to ensure the infection control policies and procedures are followed.  The facility will adhere to the Center of Disease Control procedures for infection control.

PROCEDURE:  The facility will have one person designated by the Administrator or Director of Nursing to be responsible for monitoring, compiling and recording infection data.  The data will be analyzed to look for trends and problem areas.  The results of the data will be shared at the monthly Q.A. meeting.
· Staff will be required to attend in-services on infection control, Bloodborne pathogens and communicable diseases upon hire and annually.
· Communicable diseases will be reported to the appropriate health officials in accordance with state and local communicable disease reporting requirements.
· New personnel are required to have and pass a pre-employment physical and 2-step Mantoux test and then annually will have a one step.  Residents will be required to have a 2-step Mantoux on admission and a one step annually thereafter.  Pregnancy is not a contraindication to placement of the PPD.  The facility will maintain the records of these PPD Tests.  The resident will have their immunizations and PPD records in their clinical record.  The staff PPD information will be in their personnel folder.  Individuals with a positive PPD (10mm or greater induration) will have a medical evaluation by a physician.  Individuals with a positive test will not receive further PPD tests.
· Observe standard precautions.
· Wash hands before and after procedures.
· Wear sterile or clean gloves when appropriated.
· Maintain sterility or cleanliness of equipment and working field as necessary.
· Clean and dry the resident’s skin well, before and after a procedure.
· Dispose of hazardous materials appropriately.
· Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning special equipment.
· Clean equipment and return to storage area.
· Dispose of soiled linen appropriately.
· Dispose of needles and sharps appropriately.
· Follow the appropriate isolation precautions for the type of transmission when necessary.
· Contain and dispose of bodily fluids appropriately.
· Residents and staff will be offered the Hepatitis B Vaccine.
· The charge nurse under the guidance of the Director of Nursing will place a resident in isolation when needed using the CDC guidelines.
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