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     Identifying Residents at Risk for Elopement

	
NO.   492d


	

The interdisciplinary treatment team (IDT) is responsible for identifying those residents whose diagnosis and/or cognitive/emotional/physical conditions place them at risk for elopement.  These include residents that because of such factors could not and would not accept responsibility for their own safety outside the facility without supervision.
Residents considered to be at risk for elopement may include:

Any resident going out an EXIT not approved for regular use and being unaware of their reason for using this EXIT or where they are at the time.

Any resident found in an area not designated for resident use or another resident’s room, unaware of where or why they are there and a potential for injury exists.

All new residents will have a monitoring device placed on their wheelchair for a probationary period (to be determined by the treatment team), as a precautionary measure.  Any resident that staff feels is a potential risk for elopement should be brought to the attention of the case worker and/or nurse immediately.  The case worker and/or nurse will make the decision whether or not to initiate the use of a monitoring device.  Immediate precautions should be implemented for any resident that the case worker and/or nurse or staff feels should be monitored if there is reasonable justification for concern.  Maintenance will be contacted to apply electric monitoring bracelet/Watchmate or other similar device if problem occurs during regular business hours.  Such devices will also be available at each nurse’s station to handle after-hours emergencies.  This device is checked daily to ensure it is applied and is operating properly.  Such residents should be referred to the IDT for further evaluation and interventions should be addressed on their respective care plans accordingly.
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