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  HOUSEKEEPING & LAUNDRY IN EXPOSURE CONTROL

	
NO.   527


	
It is the responsibility of Winning Wheels to ensure that the workplace is maintained in a clean and sanitary condition.  Employers and department supervisors have determined a schedule for cleaning and decontamination of equipment and areas of the facility.  This written cleaning schedule is considered part of the facility Exposure Control Plan.  Employees are instructed in the cleaning and decontamination schedule, methods and materials used.

Contaminated work surfaces must be decontaminated with a disinfectant upon completion of procedures or when contaminated by splashes, spills, contact with blood or other potentially infectious materials, and at the end of the work shift.  Surfaces and equipment protected with plastic wrap, foil or other nonabsorbent materials must be found to be contaminated.  If equipment is too technically complex to be decontaminated on-site, the equipment must be tagged with a biohazard warning prior to transport from scheduled basis.  Broken glass should be cleaned up with a brush or tongs; do not pick up glass with hands, even when wearing gloves.

Waste removed from the facility is regulated by local and state laws.  Special precautions are necessary when disposing of contaminated sharps and other contaminated waste, and include the following:

 Dispose of contaminated sharps in containers that are closable, leak-proof, puncture-resistant, labeled or color coded red.
 Sharps containers shall be easily accessible, maintained upright, replaced routinely and not allowed to overfill.
 Other regulated waste shall be placed in containers that are closable, leak-proof, labeled or color-coded red, and closed prior to removal.

Laundering contaminated items (including employee lab coats and uniforms meant to function as personal protective equipment) is the responsibility of Winning Wheels.  Contaminated laundry shall be handled with minimum agitation.  The following requirements should be met with respect to contaminated laundry:

 Bag contaminated laundry as it is removed and store in a designated area or container.
 Use red laundry bags or those marked with the biohazard symbol.
 Clearly mark contaminated laundry for cleaning, by placing it in red bags marked with the biohazard symbol, and use leak-proof bags to prevent soak through.
 Wear gloves or other protective equipment when handling contaminated laundry.
 Treat soiled laundry as if it were infectious according to Universal Precautions guidelines.
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