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    GUIDELINES FOR PATIENT RETURN FROM THE HOSPITAL      
                        
	
NO.   


	
 It is the goal of Winning Wheels, Inc. to ensure our residents' discharge transition from the hospital goes smoothly.  In order to accomplish this, we have developed guidelines that will assist both the hospital and Winning Wheels, Inc. with assuring the resident's needs are addressed prior to returning to Winning Wheels.  To help assure this, we are asking that the following guidelines be followed:

1)	24 hour notice to allow for adequate arrangements for transportation, etc., to be made.

2)	Returns should occur no later than 1:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday,

3)	If anticipated time of return to the facility is later than 11:00 a.m., please have medications and physician's orders faxed to Winning Wheels at 815-537-5268 by 11:00 a.m. to facilitate the verification and ordering of medications.

4)	Changes in care status that has occurred since the resident was admitted to the hospital requires 
      notification to the Director of Nursing or designee by the hospital primary care nurse PRIOR to discharge (i.e.):
-Antibiotics
-Open areas
-Psychoactive medications
-Oxygen therapy
-Feeding tube or other skilled nursing indicators such as IVs or other access
devices
-Deterioration/change of status, special needs or equipment, etc.

Deviations from the guidelines will be evaluated by the Administrator, Social Services or Director of Nursing and exceptions will be determined on an individual basis.

Winning Wheels, Inc.'s van is available Monday through Friday with advance notice.  However, use of the van cannot be guaranteed if it interferes with prior commitments.  The van is not available on Saturday or Sunday.

Please inform Winning Wheels, Inc. of any special requirements for transportation such as a need for a wheelchair, appropriate clothing, oxygen, etc.
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